












It has become increasingly obvious that concepts and 

strategies for research infrastructure (RI) funding should 

be harmonised and coordinated within the EU. ESFRI 

has determined requirements for European RI funding 

and has presented a roadmap. Growing attention is 

paid to life sciences that rely on RIs of a less centralised, 

but more networked dimension. There is a clear need 

for action in the interdisciplinary area between physics, 

chemistry, biology and medical sciences as cutting edge 

instrumen-tation becomes increasingly expensive and, 

yet, indispensable for world-class research. 

However, promotion of research policies, apart from 

the ESFRI projects, has been restricted so far to national 

efforts without managing these actions with a Euro-

pean view. Funding and research organisations cannot 

afford to remain at the national stage with world-wide 

competition for the best scientists and the most promis-

ing projects. Frontier research is international since long 

and funding organisations have to follow scientists to 

the European level. 
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•	 Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (DFG), Germany (Coordinator)

•	 Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique (CNRS), France

•	 Biotechnology & Biological Sciences Research Council (BBSRC), United Kingdom

•	 Consiglio Nazionale delle Ricerche (CNR), Italy
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•	 Netherlands Organisation for Scientific Research (NWO), Netherlands

•	 Consejo Superior de Investigaciones Científicas (CSIC), Spain

•	 Archimedes Foundation, Estonia

•	 The Icelandic Centre for Research (RANNIS), Iceland

•	 The National Hellenic Research Foundation (NHRF), Greece

•	 Grantova agentura CR (GACR), Czech Republic

•	 Fonds Wetenschappelijk Onderzoek (FWO), Belgium

•	 Hermann von Helmholtz-Gemeinschaft Deutscher Forschungszentren e.V. (Helmholtz), Germany

•	 Wellcome Trust (Wellcome Trust), United Kingdom

•	 Ministry for Science and Research (BMWF), Austria

•	 Medical Research Council (MRC), United Kingdom
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